
The Grande Alberta Economic Region
(GAER) is an economic development 
partnership consisting of:

• Brazeau County

• Woodlands County

• Yellowhead County

• The Town of Onoway

• The Village of Sangudo

• The Town of Drayton Valley

• The Town of Edson

• The Town of Fox Creek

• The Town of Grande Cache

• The Town of Hinton

• The Town of Mayerthorpe

• The Town of Whitecourt

• The Municipality of Jasper

• Jasper National Park

A Grande Idea
Green is the dominant colour of the season as well as the theme 
for our Grande Idea. The Town of Hinton has approved the first
zoning designation in Canada for an eco-industrial park (EIP),
an initiative that required them to create an entirely new land use

district in the municipality. The Hinton EIP is the first to incorporate
green planning into the original design. “Hinton has other green
buildings and this is a good way to put us on the map,” said Renee
Laboucane, Economic Development Manager. “It will help diversify
our economy and attract new manufacturers while contributing to
better environmental practices.”

The Town has created development guidelines to encourage
businesses to adopt green design and EIN (eco-industrial
networking) strategies such as shared resource use, alternative
servicing and infrastructure, stormwater management and solar
lighting–a “no energy in, no waste out” approach. The EIP will be
east of Hinton, with convenient access from Highway 16. In addition
to requesting expressions of interest from developers, the Town is
seeking partners to provide utilities and other essential services.
For more information, visit the EIP website at www.eip.hinton.ca.
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Annual General Meeting
GAER held its annual general
meeting on June 21, 2006, in
conjunction with the second 
annual “Celebration of Success”
awards. Elections for the board
positions reflected GAER members'
continued satisfaction, with all three

incumbents re-elected:
Glenn Taylor, Chair 

(Mayor, Town of Hinton)
Albert Schalm, Vice-Chair 

(Mayor, Town of Mayerthorpe)
Farrell O'Malley, Secretary/Treasurer 

(CAO, Town of Fox Creek) 

Members also discussed GAER's direction for the coming year.
Chair Glenn Taylor re-affirmed the organization's success 
and voiced optimism about the coming year: “We facilitated
economic diversity, identified new opportunities and worked
towards a sustainable economic future for our region.”

Recipients of the “Celebration of Success” awards grew 
from 10 to 12 this year, an indication of the high quality 
of entrepreneurial talent in our region. The awards are an
annual event, so watch for the business leaders in your
community and think about whom you'd like to nominate 
for next year's awards. (See the full list of award winners 
below in “Around the Region”.) Congratulations to our winners!



New administrative assistant Heather Cokes
joined the GAER office on June 19 and 

was immediately initiated into the GAER
community at our annual general meeting /

“Celebration of Success” on June 21. Heather
brings skill and experience to her new position,

having previously worked in administration for
an oilfield company in Edson, as well as being an

active volunteer. She has lived in Edson for 14
years, and is married with two children. Over the
years, she has volunteered with the Girl Guides,
school parent councils, the food bank and blood
donor clinics. Her new position is a “wonderful
opportunity to be involved in a great organization
for promoting the area and regional business.”
Heather's experience and her energetic personality
will certainly be an asset to GAER.

Pat Barr started two months ago as the joint
economic development officer for Woodlands
County and the Town of Whitecourt,
helping guide economic development
planning as part of a new collaborative
initiative between the two districts.

What were you doing before you 
came here?
For the last couple years I was in
southwest Ontario. The community I
was in had been devastated by the loss
of over 4000 jobs in the auto parts
industry over five or six years. I worked
for a not-for-profit helping get the
community involved in re-creating its
image. It's exactly the opposite here but
nonetheless, I think I can take a lot of
that experience and apply it here.

What's your background?
I have 25 years of consulting experience
in a variety of areas-government,
private sector and academic. I had my
own computer software company
involved in project management, and 
I've worked for central agencies with the

Alberta and Ontario government. I also
worked as director of research and

planning at a small college in Toronto.

What challenges and strengths do you see 
in Whitecourt/Woodlands County?

Like the rest of GAER, we need skilled trades
and labour. We have oil and forestry, but we're
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also the snowmobile capital of Alberta. We have a lot of
recreation opportunities. Whitecourt is where the Athabasca
and McLeod Rivers meet, so we have a lot of water sports too.

How do you see GAER helping you in your new role?
We're working on cooperative efforts between Whitecourt and
Woodlands County, so my focus is joint opportunities. I'm
attending my first GAER networking workshop on June 28
and I'm looking forward to that. When municipalities come
together, there's strength in numbers.

GAER people
Pat Barr

Duane Dukart, CAO for the Town of Grande Cache, is 
retiring after 30 years with the municipality. He took a position
with the municipality in 1976 and has been there ever since.
'There have been a lot of ups and downs in the community, but
we've always weathered the storms. It's been a joint effort: the
mayor and council, the local Chamber, municipal staff and the
community–we have a lot of great people here,” he says, recalling an
economic slump triggered by the closure of the town's mine and
the Weyerhauser sawmill. “At its worst, we went from 1200 to 300
jobs. But we worked hard, with help from some great partners–GAER
was a big help, Community Futures, the Northern Alberta
Development Council, our MLA–and we turned it around.”
Duane Dukart's last day is June 30; he and his wife are busy
preparing for their move to Edmonton, to be closer to family there.

2006 “Celebration of Success”
Award Winners

• Brazeau County: Tim, Colleen, Cody and Kimberly Sekura,
TCK Farms & TCK Meats

• Drayton Valley: Ray Labossiere, Drayton Valley Super 8 Motel

• Edson: Wayne and Don Iwaschuk, Midwest Glass Ltd.

• Fox Creek: Ronnie Gunsch, Ronnellie's Touch

• Grande Cache: Susan Houlihan, Fields Stores

• Hinton: Alex and Carol Campbell, Morad Communications Ltd.

• Jasper: Hugh Lecky, Tekarra Color Lab

• Mayerthorpe: Bert Pyper, Mayerthorpe Super “A” Foods

• Whitecourt: Paul Chauvet, Exit Realty Results

• Woodlands County: Greg and Lori Thompson, Bar T5 Farms

• Yellowhead County: John and Lorna Mochniuk, farm family

• Special Regional Award: Artie T. Kos, Kos Investments Ltd.,


